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7 March 2019
Chris Mansfield
Bracknell Forest Council
Time Square
Market Street
Bracknell
RG12 1JD

 
Re: Future High Streets Fund: Ministry of Housing Communities & Local Government 

I write on behalf of the Economic and Skill Development Partnership (ESDP) in support of the Bracknell Forest Council expression of interest to the Future High Streets Fund for a grant towards the development of Bracknell Town Centre.  We strongly support this grant application and the focus on providing a resilient town centre through the development of The Deck.  
 
The ESDP is a business-led partnership which provides a voice for Bracknell Forest businesses both within Bracknell Forest and within the wider UK economy. These businesses include globally-recognised organisations such as Waitrose, 3M, Fujitsu, Honda and Dell, and many medium and small technology and service companies. The sustainability of such a thriving business environment depends upon the quality of the resources and infrastructure within the local area.  As such, the ongoing redevelopment of Bracknell town centre has been vital to the success of the borough and the companies that work there.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We have actively supported the first phases of the town centre re-development, which have already done much to transform the local business environment; attracting skilled resource to the area and making Bracknell Forest a great place to do business. To sustain such a strong business economy over the longer term, the town centre needs to be further enhanced by making it more attractive at all times through a variety of evening and leisure facilities, and improvements to the public realm.

Through this letter, we endorse the vision for The Deck as outlined in the proposal by Bracknell Forest Council. 

We fully expect the expression of interest submitted by Bracknell Forest Council to be considered for the next stage of the Future High Streets Fund.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
[image: ]
 
Bob Collis, Chair of the Economics and Skills Development Partnership

Please address correspondence to: collismob@ntlworld.com
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