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Chris Maddocks
Acting Strategic Transport Programme Manager
Transportation & Streetcare | Environment & Neighbourhood Services
Reading Borough Council
Civic Offices, Bridge Street, Reading, RG1 2LU
29nd May 2018

Dear Chris

TRANSFORMING CITIES FUND – A33 and A329 Corridors

I write on behalf to Bracknell Forest’s Economic and Skills Development Partnership (ESDP) in support of the joint bid for funding from the Transforming Cities Fund for capacity enhancement and congestion reduction measures on the A33 and A329 corridors. 

The sustainability of the Thames Valley’s powerful regional economy is critical to the UK’s long term growth.  The A33 and A329 corridors are important strategic and local transport routes serving key business and residential areas in the Reading/Bracknell/Wokingham areas of the Thames Valley.  They also provide strategic links to the M3 and M4, and to surrounding business economies in areas such as Surrey and South Oxfordshire.   The Partnership sees the efficient operation of these routes as critical to the continued success of the area’s economic growth - a success generated by the attraction and retention of many leading global and UK-based companies to the region.

Congestion threatens to hamper future accessibility, and hence, the continued sustainability of one of the UK’s most important wealth-generating areas.  Strong and effective transport routes are often placed at the top of business requirements when investing in the area, and we must ensure that such routes are able to provide for future strategic traffic demand and also continue to provide for local public transport, cycling and pedestrian movements.  

The ESDP is a business-led partnership which provides a voice for Bracknell Forest businesses and promotes the interests of the Thames Valley as a whole.  These businesses range from small and medium sized enterprises through to globally-recognised companies with local head-quarters.  Bracknell Forest businesses include organisations such as Waitrose, 3M, Fujitsu, Honda, Dell and Hewlett Packard; all requiring efficient regional transport links to enable efficient movement of their goods and people. 

We wholeheartedly commend the application for funding this proposal; recognising the regional and local benefits that would arise from the future smooth running of the two corridors and, in particular, the reduction of unnecessary and unwanted congestion when business growth is so critical to the UK.  

Yours sincerely
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