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Department for Transport 
Great Minster House 
33 Horseferry Road 
London
SW1P 4DR

1st April 2017

Dear Rt Hon Chris Grayling MP

Find enclosed the consultation response to the draft airports national policy statement and UK airspace policy on behalf to Bracknell Forest’s Economic and Skills Development Partnership (ESDP). The ESDP is a business-led partnership which promotes the continued economic success of Bracknell Forest. 

Over the years, the partnership has become a strong voice for businesses in the borough, ranging from small and medium sized enterprises through to globally-recognised companies local head-quarters. It can boast members such as: 3M, Waitrose, Fujitsu, Honda, TRL and Bracknell Chamber of Commerce amongst others. The ESDP is a strong asset to the local economy and we believe it is truly unique in the Thames Valley.

Within our consultation response, the ESDP recognises the important role that Heathrow Airport plays in Bracknell Forest economy. Bracknell Forest enjoys the highest proportion of foreign-owned firms of any area in the UK. As a highly international economy, many of the borough’s highest employers state that proximity to Heathrow is one of the most important reasons for locating and remaining in the area. However, even with the close proximity, connectivity to the airport remains poor. Therefore, the ESDP stresses the importance of efficient southern rail access to and from Heathrow Airport via the Reading and Waterloo Line. 

As a partnership, we also believe that Heathrow expansion will generate substantial increases in demand for housing in the area, and there needs to be greater clarity in the policy statement regarding housing demand and requirements. Currently this is not mentioned in any great detail, specifically for the surrounding authorities that already have significant growth constraints.

I trust that ESDP’s consultation will prove useful and we look forward to seeing the outcome of the consultation.


Yours sincerely
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Bob Collis (Chair of the Economic and Skills Development Partnership)
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