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Stuart Jefferies   
Transport Strategy & Implementation Manager
Planning, Transport and Countryside
Bracknell Forest Council
Times Square
Market Street
RG12 1JD
[bookmark: _GoBack]22nd May 2017

Dear Stuart

National Productivity Investment Fund – A322/A329 Downshire Way

I write on behalf to Bracknell Forest’s Economic and Skills Development Partnership (ESDP) in support of Bracknell Forest Council’s bid for funding the improvement of the A322/A329 Downshire Way. 

The A322/A329 is an important strategic and local transport route linking the M3 and M4, and providing high capacity access to the Reading, Wokingham and Bracknell areas of the Thames Valley, as well as to areas of Surrey and South Oxfordshire.   The ESDP sees this route as critical to the continued success of the area’s economic growth; a success generated by the attraction and retention of many leading global and UK-based companies to the region.

The Partnership recognises the need to continue the improvement of the capacity of the route because congestion threatens to hamper future accessibility, and hence, the continued sustainability of one of the UK’s most important wealth generating areas.  Downshire Way is a single carriageway link at a critical location within Bracknell Forest, and urgently needs to be improved so that it can cope with future strategic traffic demand and also continue to provide for local public transport, cycling and pedestrian movements.  

The ESDP is a business-led partnership which provides a voice for Bracknell Forest businesses and promotes the interests of the Thames Valley as a whole.  These businesses range from small and medium sized enterprises through to globally-recognised companies with local head-quarters. 

We wholeheartedly commend Bracknell Forest’s application for the funding of this proposal, recognising the regional and local benefits that would arise from the future smooth running of the route and, more particularly, the reduction of unnecessary and unwanted congestion at such a critical location.  

Yours sincerely
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Bob Collis (Chair of the Economic and Skills Development Partnership)
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