South Western Railways: Consultation on December 2018 Timetable Proposals
I write on behalf of Bracknell Forest’s Economic and Skills Development Partnership (ESDP) in response to South Western Railways’ Consultation over proposed changes for December 2018 to the Timetable for the Reading to Waterloo Route (Timetable No. 149).
The ESDP is a business-led partnership which provides a voice for Bracknell Forest businesses, and promotes the interests of businesses located in Bracknell town centre and its neighbouring districts.  These businesses range from small and medium sized enterprises through to globally-recognised companies with local head-quarters. 
The ESDP welcomes the proposal to increase the frequency of trains stopping at Bracknell to provide a consistent 4 trains per hour in each direction throughout most of the ‘working day’.  Increasing the frequency of services to and from London Waterloo has been an ESDP objective over many years, and we see this proposal as a major step forward in providing the area with the level of train service needed to sustain one of the UK’s leading areas for growth.  This proposal will boost accessibility to the town by rail; making Bracknell Forest more attractive for businesses to locate in Bracknell and for people to access workplaces in the town and its environs.  
We are, however, extremely concerned over the proposal to reduce the frequency of trains stopping at Martins Heron during weekday peak periods.  Martins Heron provides rail access to Bracknell town centre and central London for employees from one of Bracknell’s most important residential areas.  In addition, the Borough is planning to substantially increase the number of houses being built in the area, and hence more residents will need to use Martins Heron station in the years ahead.   Such a proposal would, therefore, have an adverse impact on accessibility to businesses and workplaces in Bracknell and to London by train during peak periods.   The reduction in peak train services would discourage travel by train in favour of travel by car.  This would increase congestion and undermine much of the good work that has been done to improve journey times by road, and threaten the economic viability of the town and its businesses.
We would expect there to be no reduction in services to and from Martins Heron under the proposed timetable, and would therefore expect the current 3 or 4 trains per hour during the main peak periods to be retained and, where possible, improved on.
We look forward to your positive response on this issue.
Bob Collis
Chairman, Economic and Skills Development Partnership, Bracknell Forest
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