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1 June 2021
Chris Mansfield
Bracknell Forest Council
Time Square
Market Street
Bracknell
RG12 1JD

 
Re: Levelling Up Fund: The Deck, Bracknell Forest Town Centre 

I write on behalf of Bracknell Forest’s Economic and Skill Development Partnership (ESDP) in support of Bracknell Forest Council’s application for funding from the government’s Levelling Up Fund towards the development of The Deck in Bracknell Town Centre.  
 
The ESDP is a business-led partnership which provides a voice for businesses within Bracknell Forest.  Bracknell’s business community includes globally recognised organisations such as Waitrose, 3M, Fujitsu and Honda, as well as many small and medium sized technology and service companies. Many of these organisations are members of the ESDP and support its regular business events. The Bracknell Forest business community has for many years contributed substantially to the thriving economy of the Thames Valley and Southeast by generating growth in jobs and investment both for the UK and in international trade.  The UK cannot afford to let this long-term success fall away and must continue to support business economies and town centres such as Bracknell’s.  

The ESDP supported the first phase of the town centre re-development which has already transformed the local business environment; attracting skilled resource and investment to the area and making Bracknell Forest a great place to do business and grow.  As the next phase, the Deck forms an essential component of the long-term investment in Bracknell’s town centre, adding the hospitality and leisure facilities needed to secure the long-term presence of many Bracknell-based companies and the workforce who live and work in the borough and neighbouring areas. Without the Deck, the benefits gained from the long-sought first phase investment in Bracknell town centre could be seriously undermined.

The Deck is an integral part of Bracknell’s continuous development, aimed at retaining the strong economic community that the area has bult up over many decades.  The ESDP therefore strongly endorses Bracknell Forest Council’s application for funding as described in their proposal. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
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Bob Collis, Chair of the Economics and Skills Development Partnership

Please address correspondence to: collismob@ntlworld.com
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