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Heathrow Expansion Consultation 2018

I write in response to the above consultation on behalf to Bracknell Forest’s Economic and Skills Development Partnership (ESDP). The ESDP is a business-led partnership which promotes the continued economic success of Bracknell Forest. 

Over the years, the partnership has become a strong voice for businesses in the borough, ranging from small and medium sized enterprises through to globally-recognised companies. It can boast members and associates such as 3M, Waitrose, Fujitsu, Honda, TRL and Bracknell Chamber of Commerce amongst others. The ESDP’s aim is to facilitate and promote the continued economic development of Bracknell Forest.

The ESDP recognises the important role that Heathrow Airport plays in the sustainability of Bracknell Forest’s local economy; the borough having one of the highest proportions of foreign-owned firms in the UK. The proximity to Heathrow is often cited as one of the most important reasons for businesses locating and remaining in the area. However, even with such close proximity, public transport connectivity to the airport remains poor. The ESDP therefore stresses the important need for a new and efficient Southern Rail Access to and from Heathrow Airport. 

Without the provision of improved Southern Rail Access to Heathrow, residents and businesses in Bracknell Forest would continue to suffer from long and difficult public transport journey times to and from the airport; often by combining train and bus, and with the need for lengthy interchange times.  Heathrow already generates a substantial volume of journeys by residents and businesses, as well as by those working at the airport.  The Expansion will generate new journeys and changes to travel patterns, making it more difficult for those travelling to and from Bracknell Forest without such an improvement.

A new Southern Rail Access to and from Heathrow Airport for the Bracknell Forest area linking to trains using the Reading and Waterloo Line will be essential to Heathrow’s future success, as well as to many of the businesses in Bracknell Forest and its surrounding area.  We therefore urge you to ensure that such a proposal forms an integral part of the airport’s expansion.

I look forward to your positive response to our requirements.


Yours sincerely
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Bob Collis, Chair of the Economic and Skills Development Partnership
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